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tlw aI-()a& 'raid'. \ \e  are realizir~g that tlw tlestn~ctiorr raiw+ 
troubling question* for tlie ~~roiess ion.~  The 1m~nl)ing i b  in part 
a11 assa111t ~ I I I  the> r o l ~  c ~ l '  a r d ~ i t r r t ~ ~ r ~ .  and u r h  (It-sip i n  
$ol~dixatio~r, prti~wldrly in (4it.s. 3pv-iIi1dlj. i t  raiw? tlirw 
critical cl~,rl lf*r~p- to tl113 audai~~al)ility ol' ~ ~ ~ o d e r r ~  buildir~g 
prartic*e+. 1)  'I'l~r attack challcngea r ~ ~ o d e n l  arcliitec.ture's 
d is r r~pwt  lor ~ s t d b l i s h ~ d  local ptterna 01 huildilr,o md t h i r  
i lnport~nre to traditiondl cultures. 2 )  It spotliglita the pl~yaical 
Itazartls oI' r rcw~t  b~r i l t l i~~g prac.tirr> in kjscmpcr-.  3) And it 
casta ilouhl or1 tile ability of 111orlerr1 arcl~itc~c.ture to conlrol thv 
forrrs of ~iature. Thece challer~gea to the austai~lalility (11'  
111otltrr11 arc.hitrrture r e r ~ ~ l t  horn the differing and oftell 

THE C)RIGTIV OF CITIES A N D  SITST.AIIVAR11.177- 

To sustain lik in cities, I ~ I I I I ~ ~ I I S  rlcgotiatr with thrttc different 
I ~ t r t  ir~torrelated systems of natuw: the nature of I~ulnarr I)eiligs. 
tlie nature of th r  material \vorltl. and the fbrcei of nature. For 
irr.;;tarit:c. wit11 rga rd  to I I ~ I I I I ~ I I  naturt:. i l l  a partic:~~lar city. (:a11 
wolrirn walk the streets alone as we see t l ~ e r r ~  doing in 10th 
~ ~ I I L U I ~  I~npressionist ~ ~ a i n t i n p  of Baron Hauss~mnn's \\icle. 
straight Parisian l~oulevarda? 01; as in 10th century Istanbul. do 
\ w  see streets that twist ant1 tlirrr, taking 11s to courtyard cul-rle- 
s a ~ ~  wlit:r(: IWIII(:II arv ol'tcn d o i s t ~ w d .  as UT set1 ~ I I  paintings 1)y 
.lear~-Leon Gerorl~e'! Earl1 of these urban forrr~x - straight 
~ I I N I ~ I : \ . : ~ I . I ~ S  or twistilig strwti  - rrpresents different perceptions 
of 11u1na11 nature that manifest as ~fistinctiv(. u r l ~ a r ~  cie.sigr~s. 

People living in cities also negotiate with the rr~aterial world ol' 
nature. the \vorltl of' trees. rocks. and other ar~i~rlals  d ~ a t  
provid~bs ~natctrials to l r ~ r i l t l  with. If wr looked into a citfs 
garl)agc. I~caps. wl~at \vol~ltl \vc find'! . . . years and years of 
discarrletl b u i l d i ~ ~ g  materials? . . . hraps ol' syrltl~eticr ~~~ater iu l l i  
t11a1 arc: i1111ar1i11ia1111~ I I I I I  whi~st~  smoke is so toxic that it car1 
kill'! Or (10 I\.(. s w  c:l'l;)rts to reuse and adapt waste fnr rlrw 
l ) ~ ~ r p o s w ?  

The third negotiation is \+i t i t  the forw$ 111 11at11r(*. + U C ~ I  as 
cli~nale. \vl~ic.l~ distril)trle.s t l ~ c  c.r~crp o! tlie sun around the 
cartli. 111 tlre days Sollo\\-ing the rats-trophic. e \ c ~ ~ t >  01 Scpte~n- 
ber 11t11, when air travel \\.as tlrarr~atic*all~ r c d u c d  c d m i  

clio\icle h e l s  i n  tlle at~noapl~wc.. \ \ I i i c h  (.reate the greenhouse 
ettect, clroppetl I)! -75%. \\ l w r  he\\  Yorh b y o r  Iludolpll 
Guiliani r ~ c ~ r i r t ~ d  auto trajlliv ill certain parts of hlar~hattar~ 
altw Scl~tcwlllcr I lth. again c a h o n  dioxide Icvel> droppctl. 
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that rc*rldars it s i p i i I i ~ r ~  I t l o ~ l ~  i t *  oljject had no 
e\istv~i~v." .'All i&\ \ \ O I I I I I  low 1111. 141ar;11'tw wl~ i (* l~  makvs it 

")\tta . . . wab \)or-11 ol' ~:o~~r~tr!'s struggle to rcc:orlC-ile . . modernity witli trulitio~~. . . . I I I ~ W  Id co111c to I:gpt 
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construction of' 3 new subur l~  of' Cairo, a I lyatt irr t - \ t r l t t t i t ~ ~ .  

Solvla~r. a seaside resort in Latakia, Syria. a rlroscpe i l l  

kr~ala Lutr~pur. a thirty-stoy oflice 1)uildirig i l l  Riya1111. 
ard  a $150 hillion base fbr rnorr than Soul. t l i ou~a~rd  L.S. 
soltlicrs i r t  Saudi 

l arnasahi recei\ed the R orld Trade Crnter comn~issiot~ 
I I I V  yrar alitv the T l l ~ a l ~ r a ~ ~  ~\irport \\a- c.ornl~lrttd. 
Ya~nasabi described its plaza as 'a ~nwc~a.  a great relirt' 
Irorrr ~ I I V  rlarrou strwts a rd  sitlcwalL. IJI' tltr curroti~~tl ir~g 
Wall Street area.' . . . Yarnasali replicated the pla~t of' 
\lccca', courtyard b y  vreating a vaat tlelineated square, 
isulated from the city's 1)ttctle 13) low colonr~aclecl structures 
and capprd I)! two enormous. perfectly square towers- 
mi~~ar r t s ,  . . . . ya~na~al\ i-s  co11~1jard r~~inticLed Alecca's 
assemblage of' holy sites - (with) the ( ) a h  (a cube) 
c w ~ t a i n i r i ~  the .sa(wiI SIOIIV. . . . 

Ha\-itig rejected motlerrii.;.~~~ r~rrd the Saudi royal I'a~nily. it's 
IKI surprise that Kin  I,atler~ woultl turn agair~at Ya~r~asalii's 
work i l l  particular. 1-le must have seen how l'amasaki had 
clotlted the World Trridc Center. a ~norirrri~ent ol' %'estcrrr 
capitilisr~i. in th( .  rai~r~errt 01' Islarriic. spirituality. . . .""' 

Based OII the almvr arlalj*ia. Osalna bin Laden arid hloliarr~~ncd 
Atta'z Ii~tr.cd for tllr %(=st van 11r <aid to inclrtde al,llorrcr~c.c for 
modern a r (~ l~ i t (~c tu r~*  ard  i t +  diarvq1ct.t Sor traciitiorral t l r 5 i g i .  

4cltlitio11al support fbr t l~ i s  claitrl is an essay about l~atrecl of the 
\\ est by srholar A~ishai  RIarplit and writer 1x1 Bumma. They 
~*\pla i r~  t l~at  "0c~c.itlc-ritalihrn. which p l a y 1  srwh a large part in 
the attack- of' Sel~teruher 11." im-ariabl involves "a deep 
hatred of' the ritj". Ilargalit and Buruma argue that the 
pre>ence of' the modern city is constantlj felt even in remote 
areas of the Islamic \vorld. 

'-through athert isi~~g. televi~ion. pop ~rtwic. arrtl vitlws. 
'rhe niodern city. representing all that cl~irn~~rt-rc just out 01' 
reach. all the glittering ar ropnce and harlotn of tlte l res t ,  
11ac I ; I I I I I ~  it.- icwr~ i r r  tlrc \larrl~attar~ 4ylir1e. reprodrr(~rd i l l  

trlillior~s of' posters. pl~otograplls. ant1 i l l l a p .  pla>ttvwl all 
over t l ~ r  \\orld. Yo11 ratmot escape it. . . . It excites lor~ging. 
emy, and someti~ties l~li~icling rage."'l 

Clearly, one critical (1eficier1c:y ol'glol~alization to date. tragically 
rrlissi~y I'rorn i t >  architcc:t~lral practices. is an u~iderstanding of' 
>ocic.tic.s i l l  which spiritual leaders p e r t i .  These sorieties use 
art arc:lrit.ec:tural l a r p a g c  i r ~  whir11 religion. rather than 
aesthetic: or legal 110rrrls3 rrp~lutcn thr  sipr~iricance of building 
I;~rrr~s ant1 111:tails. 'l't~is raiws arveral critical cpestions. 

\\Illat arc. I I I P  glol~al i~ r i l~ l i c~a t io~ t~  for nloclern architects of 
appropriating arcl~itec'tural f o r m  and detail- f ' ro~r~ tratlitio~ral 
cultures? Sl~ould tlte l~i>tory c ~ t '  arc-l~itwt~rrv 111s u d  iridiacrimi- 
r~attdy as IXtlt.r Ihr 111ot1t.rr1 l~~rilclings! 111 the case of the 'Korlcl 
Trade Center. t h r  lailure to understand the ditt'erencr I~et\veer~ 
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iml~lic-ations for I I ~ I \ \  A!-c.ral~vr> ,Irtn t l G g n e d  r ~ r ~ t l  I,uilt. 
a1111 . . . for 11ow I I I ~ I ~ ~ I I  i t  (YI-ts to 1 1 1 1 i l t l  t111w1. SOIIII- t-\l~vrts 
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13efore a shoched \rorld, the al-(Jaeda strike transformed two of' 
thr IJS's most reno\mecl creations-the skyscraper and the 
airplane - into weapons of its o\\n destruction. Tile lirst 
skywroperh mer  built rose from tlie ahlies of the great Ch icyo  
fire of 1871. .lust as each sriccee(li~ig generation of skjccraprra 
has heeri extolled ai, i~npervious to fire. thr  creators of the lirst 
rrrodtw tall I)uildinp w r r  coinincrtl that they were fireprool: 
I3y 2001 these tall buildings I d  growl to o\ cbr 1400  SIT^. Tlw 
first power-driven craft to succeecl in defying gra\ity tool\ to 1111. 

air ill the YIWS IOUO-IOOR at Kitty Hawk, hurt11 Carolina. By 
200 1 ~ ~ l a r w >  w'rr logging 40,000 ili$s a day uithin tlie llnitetl 
Shkh .  'Shv l'ol (T' of ridturv had sremiiigly been bent to hulilari 
dcsirr. Wlotlrrr~ c-ivilizatioll l i ~ d  tamed the untaliiable. 

There seemed to 11e no c-orl:trair~t> or1 \$hat ~l~odrrrr  Iiuliian 
I114rrgl; wcrc capaldc of doing. ljnlieard was the warni~lg 
embeildetl i l l  t l~r  tale c ~ f '  I'rornetl~cx~z. Zcw> c+l~ainrtl and tortured 
Prnnietlieus Iwcause he stole lire fro111 tlw Gotis to gi\c 111 

1lr1111ai1 hind. After reading the published intenieu a wit 11 NIB\\ 
I'orlc City Fire r)el~artrnent personnel about the e\ent- ol' 

.Ciel~tenll,cr I I .  ran anyone duubt the inability of 111otlcl-11 
t e c h l i o l o ~  10 I-or~trol t l rc .  destr~~ctive po\\er of fire? Firc Lt. 
\\iillian~ I<yarl rrcallvd that twc~al~sc. c~o~lir i i~~nic.at io~~ was so 
poor. 1 1 1 q  firefigliters ditln't know wl~ieli to~vcr \vah \ i h i c h  I lr 

also told a stt11111r4 irrtcmir\\er that in tlie chaos he hi111s4' 
ditlri't realize until about 3 o'cloch in thc attcr~roon that the 
Twin Totiers Here gone. - hour:: after t11c.y t ~ ; r t l  irrll~loclrtl. l 'hr  
:orttl~ tower collapsid at 9 5 9  i l l  t l ~ c *  ~liurnirig. anti the riorll~ at 
1 I 

h1od0ri1 s~,c-it.ty -r(ms also to h v e  forgotten the precautiorlary 
\va r~ l i~~gs  a11or1t thts 1iui11a11 relation to gravity i~nplicit i11 allcie111 
storieh lilcr tliat of 11-arua \iho Ilw too I ~ I '  t o  the >un, ~nelting 
his was wings. El'l'orts to krcp astroria~its in outer spare f;w 
p r o l o ~ ~ ~ c t d  ~~eriocls have protlucecl unexpected results: the 
wealiening uf lmle  density leading to osteoporosis According to 
architcw Marc. Cot1c.11 01' NASA's i-\d\w~cwJ I'rojjecta Bra11c11 
Itun~nns cannot stay in space longer tlim a year Iwcausc! ol' 

inrreasrtl I~ollc poroaity and otl~ttr tlarrlapt cior~c~ to Iluillan 
orprls  wi111o11t die effwta of 

"\'isiti~ig the bite of the disaster in its inili~ediate afternlath. 
I struggleti to take in the somber beauty of t\iisted steel 
s u r r o i ~ d e d  11y [lie s~rlell ol' death - the pulverized rubble 
that seemed too small to contain all of what was there 
before. I worried that some thin^ in me also had to die, 
some capacity for eii,jojmcnt. if only that s l~ctpwnr~~ 
d l  i I I I I * . " ~ ~  

I las the I ~ a l i t  01' aesthetizing. - 01 rnaliing subli~ne even the 
most horrible of e\periences -, I~lintletl uq to the "aue*' in the 
a\\lill~iess oi the forces of nature? IIas the habit of treating 
natural f;~rce- as capital, -a> solely resnlrce. for our corlsurrip- 
tive society - . c a u d  us to lorgct the I)oarit~ility that r~aturc 
cannot Iw r.orltrolled? I lmc  I+(. cwatrd -~:cwr~tl rl~odcrriity in 
which we are besieged 1). the unforeieen and often deadlv 
c -o r~secprn~w ol' our actions. - the %ads*' instead of the 
"goods" I w o n ~ i 4  I I ~  tlic' Enligl~ter~~nent '?~~'  Tile collapse of the 
\\'odd 'I'rade Ce11tc.r auggtbst- Illat \ \c  have.. 

This brief review 01 irnestigatioris into the attack on tlw F orltl 
'I'ratle (:c.rrtrr relcvant to urbal~ clesipi suggests that globaliza- 
tion has igi~oretl one of' tlic fui~tlarrwr~tal purposes of cities: to 
wstairi life. 

.-L- part uI' the llrc,r.esi, of r ~ ~ ~ ~ e r r l l ~ r r i r ~ g  ttw ttiousa~lds \vhn died 
on September I lth. rc-tllir~l\iry our relationship to hr~r~lari 
nature, matcial llalure and tl11- torces of r ia tur~ curl p i t i e  tlir 
rrconstrurtion of Lower hlant~attar~. t l ~ u -  111aLng the rel~uiltling 
a synbol lhr tlw 2 I st w r ~ t r ~ r y  ul' the essential reason citiv- wcsrc- 
lirbt c r t ~ t ( d :  to swtain Ue. 
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NOTES 

' F ~ I I ~ I I  ,\jami. " N ~ ~ w I r t ~ r v  \\an." , h w  Yurk ~';IIII*\ ,Jhgc~:irtc~. O c t i h + . r  7. Ylll l .  
h t t p : / / ~ o l ~ ~ ~ l r . ~ ~ ~ ~ l ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ l ~ ~ . e ~ l ~ ~ / - l ~ a r i s r / ~ l ~ l ~ l  I/:\~~III~.~IIIII Fqtr 20 years ! \ j m ~ i  

" P c w r  I.. Bvrpw. I Id! \\ ar., I w .  l r ~ s i ~ l v  IIIV 5 w r ~ 1  \\orIil of  (ka111a b in  Laden. 
.\c=M YnrIr. T l ~ e  F r w  I1rt-+>. 2lMll. 11. 4 2  


